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SPACE charge

■' ■ ■ . . • •

Chief Lancaster tells me a Space Charge is a grouping of elect*, 
rons in the vicinity of the cathode of a vacuum. tube. I prefer to 
think of it^ though,-as an amateur magazine for the hedonism of my 
fellow. OMPA members* So bo it* c

For most of -you, this iS’ the first contact you’ve had with 
me* It’s my first real contribution to ompa—OHPALOG was more of 
a membership saver than anything else* I suspect, therefore, the 
best method will be for me to proceed via Jack Speer’s Advice 
f o’ Chillun Bill Donaho printed in VIPEH #1 last mailing. T can’t 
help wonder, though, if any of you heard me via the tape made up 
at last year’s Hi dues toon and sent to England, where I promised 
to send something through OMPA ”roal soon nowjf Considering my 
tendencies toward procrastination, this is real soon now* —■—

I am the East Coast Al Lewis. Alan Jo Lewis if you wish to be 
really official about it* I am of no relation to the best Coast 
Al Lewis. The Al Lewis mentioned by Fran Laney in the article 
Lichtman reprinted in The Best From Q.UAIWwas .the he st Coast Al 
Lewis , He has been connected with Shaggy—I am not* I am the Al 
Lewis who was previously a member *~or rather, Director of the NFFFu 
I am also the Al Lewis who brought out several issues of a revived 
reprint fanzine titled FABTASY ASPECTS. I am also the Al Lewis 
from whom John Berry ??ecoived Poul Anderson’s speech at the Detent­
ion, And, yeah—’I’m also the Al Lewis who wont out and joined the 
United States Coast Guard six months ago.

All clear?

I have been a fan about four years nowe In. fact-, March marks 
my anniversary—it was in March’ of 19^7 that I sent in my dues to 
Janie Lamb and joined the IIFFF (goshwowi). I got the address out 
of one of Bloch’s columns in IMAGIUATIOU* Since 'then I have joined 
SAPS (and been booted out), the American CULT (and been booted out); 
FAPA (I haven’t been in long enough to be booted out yet) and IPAPA 
(I suppose I’ll be gone from there real soon now). Oh yeah—my 
application for First Fandom was refused!’

_ You” arc rending 1 \ " from AI~L'ewls7 SA/ 35o-G73;
ET B*10; USCG Trasta; Groton, Connecticut, This is being brought 
to you due to the kindness of Bill Evans who offered to duplicate 
masters for me* Galactic Press Publication (a big-sounding title 
I started in ’57 when I was too young to Know better) ^375 as near 
e.s I can calculate.
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Actually., I suppose I shouldnft talk about being booted out 
like that—some of you may get the wong impressiono At any rate* 
I am. currently in 17’ABA, RAPA* and OMPA. I figure these three ougiht 
to keep me busy quite a bit* since being in the service doesn{t 
leave mo as much free time as I’d like to have,

I am 18 years old, I have been a member of the United States 
Coast Guard for the previous six months* as I mentioned before0 I 
spent the first three months of this time in Boot Camp* and the other 
three were spent at the Groton i'rainihg Station where I currently 
am engrossed in learning how to become an Electronics•Technician9 
I’ve been doing tills for 6 weeks—• the other six were spent waiting 
around the station (loafing, painting* or doing some other time* 
killing device) waiting for my class to start,. In fact* the title 
for this came to me in class one day as the aforementioned Che if 
Lancaster was instructing us on the merits of a Bpace Charge? You 
notice ~ said instructed—I doubt there are any real teachers 
around here,

I joihed the Coast Guard immediately after graduating from 
High Schoolo The reason was I didn’t think myself to be fit for 
attending college at that time. That is* I had loafed all through 

high school—I didn’t want to do that through college* so I decided 
I’d try the service, hoping it would mature me to the extent where 
I would decided to do some work. It’s had a certain amount of that 
effect*-! now know what the value’ of an ’’education’' is- but I la ven’t 
yet received the amount of stimulus I need* and which I’m looking 
for, Maybe I’m just sitting around* waiting for it to come up to 
me and bite me on the leg, Maybe. I wouldn’t even recognize, it if it 
did that? . At any rate* - I’m not entirely unhappy that I’m in the 
service for.four years? I’m not entirely happy ^bout it either^ 
However, the biggest rede ailing factor is this Electronics Tech**, 
nician’s .school I’m presently attending, 1 chose it for it was the 
only school in^ho entire Guard which held any interest for me 3 
As it turned out* although a fair sized percentage'of the people’ 
around here are boobs, at least the percentage Isn’t as'large as t he 
rest of the service. For this I am thankful.

There- also is the fact that for the first time I am really 
being challenged by somethings I figure if I can*t make this school, 

and make it well* I mi^it aa well go off and hibernate somewhere„ 
This I never intend to do* so while I*m not making as big a success 
of this as I ought to* at least I havenjt failed entirely*

£fter this school—who knows? In fact* how many of you are 
kxx even interested?

‘ ’’ ' . t

It has been a while since I’ve last read anything by Robert 
Heinlein? But from what I distinctly remember of his works* 1 still 
am a bit surprised at the reaction to Starship Trooperso I realize 
the entire subject is an old one—but yet* I still w^nt to get my s Ry in*

> principal objection seemed to be ’’there was too mSrijh
propaganda” o Yet* I can!t help thinking that all Heinlein’s works 
of the last 10 years -are heavily propagandized. All of them have 
advocated his beliefs of non-pamper ing of individuals o. A nan must 
stand on his own two feet, (and did you ever notice his formula for
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writing those stories? Take an exceptional person, and put him 
with exceptional people0 ho ‘’average joe type hoobd' for Heinlein,. 
He uses intelligent people,) So why the reaction? I assume it was 
because ■Tt h/aicT"it' on a bit too thick* and this time people didn’t 

agree with what he was saying (although I.did)0 Do you suppose 
this was the reason ho won the Hugo?

But what I’m trying to say is I’ve read quite a bit of Heinlein 
and I like it0 Why?' Because his kind of propng-nda is what I?ve 
always lived with at home —it’s something I’m familiar with? and 
something I believe in0 Heinlein has a very conservative attitude 
toward the participation of government in business., in the private 
lives of people--and a very definite attitude that a man must prove 
himself before he can actually be called a man0 Haybe the reason 
I enjoy tthis is because I don’t believe I would meet these qual­
ifications myself* But remember the.old man’s attitude toward a 
benovolent government • in THIS FOR THE STARS? Remember another 
old man’s (a father of the protagonist in both cases) attitude toward 
the government and infringement of his own wishes and liberties in 
HAVE SPACESUIT, WILL TRAVEL? ’iBuf professor—work. for u§—we
need you; aj j science needs youP" -That may be true, but 1 don ■ t 
need you^ Good day!- ' .

I-m reminded of a rather recent Earl Stanley- Gardner story, 
in which one of the protagonists (another old* man), was having a 
conversation with his daughter,'’thb^uITe^of 'a district Attorney3 
-Pa--do you consider these laws against smuggling an infringement 
against y.our civil liberties?- -Nope*- Laws don’t infringe your 
rights, daughterD They just give you a. punishment i-f you’re caught 
exercising them. -

I think Robert Heinlein enjoyed that oneo

‘’The arguments that socialists used in favour of ± nation­
alizing national resource's have now become arguments in favour of 
internationalizing-natw?al resources* The most obvious example is 
oilo It’s a little -absurd that a very small-'territory which happens 
to have a great deal of oil on its territory should be the sole 
possessor of oil^ • •

■ —from BERTRAHL RUSSELL SPEAKS IIIS- KIHD

’’Contracts are owned entirely by the indiviiial’s home ' world. ” 
””The present day civilization had progressed too far for. each 
planet to maintain its own training systems and keep up with pro­
gress in the many necessary fields0 Why support a thousand mediocre 
school systems when it was possible to have fifty superb ones and 
trade the graduates for the skilled people you needed in other 
areas of learning?”

■’If this litble world of ours had something else to trade for the 
contracts of out-world professionals besides the blood of our best 
fighting nan, I’d be. more FleasecL When our forefathers settled 
this world less than a hundred and fifty years ago, it wasn’t with 
the. intention of providing, gun-fodder xxk for. the other eight 
systems. They only wanted a world where no nan could bend the des­
tinies of another man against, that second nan’s will*”

—D0RSAI1 by Gordon Ro Dickson

W.ow--T?d like to see Mr, Russell exist in a world like that•
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Since I’m being so philosophical this time^ I don’t think it 
would hurt to Quote the following* It appeared in PSYCHOTIC per­
haps a year ago. That issue was distributed as a Cultzine© 
Heedless to say, I enjoyed it.

A LETTER FROM ROBERT BLOCH

I t  i s  my b e l i e f  t h a t  th e  m ore you  g i v e ? th e  m ore you  g e t c
Of c o u r s e ,  th e  d i r e c t  c a u s e - e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s n ’ t  a lw ay s  

a p p a r e n t ,  and  s im p le  j u s t i c e  d o e s n ’ t  i n e v i t a b l e  p r e v a i l - - h e n c e  th e  
a n c i e n t ,  u n h eed ed  c o u n s e l  o f  p a t i e n c e  and  t u r n in g  th e  o th e r  c h e e k— 
b u t  i n  th e  lo n g  r u n ,  i t ’ s e a s i e r  t o  l i v e  w ith  y o u r s e l f  and  o th e r s  
i n  lo v e  th a n  in  h a t e .

P a r t  o f  t h a t  l o v e ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  m ust be  s e l f - l o v e 6 Hot n a r ­
c i s s i s m ,  n o t  a  f e e l i n g  o f  s u p e r i o r i t y ,  b u t  an  acknow ledgem ent  o f  
b a s ic  w orth*  And i n  o r d e r  t o  r e a c h ,  t h i s  c o n d i t io n  o f  b e in g ,  i t  i s  
f i r s t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  a l l  o f  u s ,  kh  t o  v a r y in g  d o g ro e s , 
have  i n  o u r  n a tu r e s  an  e lo m en t o f  th e  s a v a g e ; - th e  c r u e l ;  th e  l u s t ­
f u l ;  th e  r e b e l l i o u s .  D enying  i t s  e xis t a n c e  i s  b o th  u n r e a l i s t i c  
and  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I  t h in k we m ust f i r s t  m ko  th e  a d m is s io n ,  
th e n  e v a lu a te  o u r s e lv e s  on  th e  b a s i s  o f  how wo h a n d le  th e  sav ag e  
com ponents w hich  do  e xi s t  i n  o u r  m akeup.

The common s o l u t i o n  i s  a  to  in d u lg e  i n  a  s o c i a l ly - a c c e p t a b l e  
fo rm  o f  s c h iz o p h re n ia .  I t  w o rks, r o u g h ly , so m e th in g  l i ke  t h i s :  
I ,  Jo e  B low , am a  h e l l  o f  a  s w e ll  guy© Of c o u r s e ,  I ,  a s  a good  
P r o t e s t e n t ,  cun  d e s p is e  C a th o l ic s  and  Je w s . As a W hite  Man, I  
know I ’m s u p e r io r  t o  R       *  As a  v e t ,  I  know  I ’m b e t t e r  th a n  
C iv v ie s  and  e n t i t l e d  t o  a n y th in g  I  can  g o t  o u t  o f  t h e n .  As an  
em p lo y er  I  am e n t i t l e d  to  h a te  amk&s u n io n s .  As a  B u s in e s s  Man,. 
I  am n o t  o n ly  p r i v i l e g e d  b u t  e n jo in e d  t o  l i e ,  c h o a t ,  and  p r o f i t  by  
th e  n e e d  o r  d i s t r e s s  o f  c o m p e t i to r s  or  c u s to m e rs  a l i ke .  B ut a l 1 
t h i s ,  you  u n d e r s ta n d ,  conos  a b o u t m e re ly  b e c a u se  I ’m a  R e p u b l i c i a n ,  
P r o t e n to n t ,  ‘T h i t e ,  V eteran, E m p loy e r, and  a  b u s in e s s  Man. T hese  
th in g s  h a v e  n o th in g  to  do w ith  th e  R e a l  lie who is  , I  r e p e a t ,  a .  
h e l l  o f  a  s w e ll  g u y . . . . I  r e s p e c t  my p a r e n t s ,  I ’m good  t o  my w ife  
and  ki d s ,  I  l i ke  my f r i e n d s ,  I ’m a  good  h o s t ,  I  buy  my s h a re  o f  
d r i n ks ,  I  g iv e  t o  c h a r i t i e s .

And so  f o r t h  and  so  o n , v i c e - v e r s a ,  and  i n  a l l  th e  th o u sa n d s  
o f  a l t e r n a t e  c o m b in a tio n s  w hich  fo rm  th o s e  a t t i t u d e s .  U i t h i n  th e  
c o n f in e s  o f  such  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  th e  m a jo r i t y  d w ell*

Much o f  my own c y n ic is m  and  h a t r e d  i s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  th e  xsxfe 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h i s  m a jo r i ty  group  when th e y  a re  c o n s c io u s ly  a l ig n e d  
w ith  su ch  g ro u ps  and  e xe r c iz in g  th e  a n t i - s o c i a l  l i c e n s e  w h ich  th e y  
b e l i e v e  i s  c o n f e r r e d  upon  th e n  by  r e a s o n  o f  t h e i r  c o n f o r m ity .

And f o r  many y e a r s  I  was a b le ,, l a r g e l y ,  t o  d is m is s  a  l o t  o f  
p e o p le  by  m e re ly  a s s ig n in g  th e n  th e  x l a b e l s  w h ich  th e y  d is p la y e d  
and  th e n  dam ning  th e n  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s . a s  m em bers o f  r a c i a l 3 
n a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  r e l ig i o u s , ,  s o c i a l  and  econom ic  g ro u p s .

B ut I  fo u n d  o u t ,  t o  my d ism ay , t h a t  i n  a c t u a l i t y  ono m ust t a ke  
i n t o  a c c o u n t  th e  o th e r  p o r t io n  o f  th e  s c h iz o p h r e n ic  s p l i t .  A l o t  
o f  them  a re  ‘’R ic e -G u y s11, p a r t  t i n e ,  and  i n  acco? dance  w ith  t h e i r
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own lights. Met on an individual basis, they arc capable
of many kindnesses* and acts of generosity or affection; if 
their prejudices are not involved,. .

The point is, they don’t think: they have accepted this as 
the perfect solution-lot themselves identify with some group or 
groups which permit a channelization of aggression, ‘They are not, 
in the full meaning o£ the phrase, conscious hypocrites. A plain 
case of Forgive Them 11 ether, for they know’not what they do, To 
hate their actions and the consequences of those actionso»<»is one 
things But to hate them is another o

Ue live in a wonEcT'-whore such conditioning is prevalent; indeed, 
in a world whore every attempt is made to make such conditioning 
automatic. The modern nan buys his attitudes and his self-evaluations 
in the same Sup er-market which dispenses his daily breads

Cf course, this leaves out of the accounting those^enogades 
who make a conscious attempt to f_orm their own judgements and do 
not knowlingly align themselves with the group-identification pat- 
tornT They fall into a mass of errors themselves.,

One common one: to reason .on the basis of statistics. 
One hundred million profess to believe this way, and only Forty 
thousand believe that way; by throwing tHoTr lot in with the Forty 
thousand they are f’individualists”'o Fallacy here is self-evident.

Another common one is the notion to consciously ’’resign.from 
the human race”...to watch and observe from a superior distance. 
But the operative :word here is ”superior” : one doesn’t actually 
resign because- x biologically one cannot do so,«.all one does, in ' 
such a case, is to adopt an attitude of comparitivo relationship; 
me on top and all those fools down below.

There are a lot of high winds blowing a^t that altitude and 
you soon find yourself buffeted in one of two directions, (1.) 
you soar off into the stratosphere of complete and utter x 
egomania and nover get your feet on the ground again or (2.) you 
get knocked off your pedestal or slip off in. the course of ordinary 
events and find yourself wallowing in the sumo mire down below as 
the others whom you’ ve always despised. in which case you are 
equally doomed. Having denied love to others, you now find you 
can no longer love yourself.

Avoiding such difficulties (to a degree, I don’t think many 
of us avoid thorn entirely) leaves the rest of us renegades facing 
a perennial problem of maintaining a working balance of objectivity 
and subjectivity on the basis of indivihal circumstances rathor 
than any long-range rotionalization--either tailor-made for us by 
others or bond-woven by ourselves for our own use, Ue lose our 
objectivity completely (or seek to stimulate its loss artificially 
by drugs, drink, enjoyment of sensation alone) and we’re cooked.

Ue strive to uphold objectivity.conflately and deny subjective 
sensation and cnotion, end we’re then alienated from society and 
normal relationships and cooked again.

Hope, it isn’t easy to find the way or learn the rules, because 
for eec& of us, depending on the clement of fortune, there is a 
different way,, a* different set of rules. Portune determines when 
we’re born, with what physical or mental potential, with what access 
to factors which will develop same, in what society or stratum 
which will permit or deny us that development and reward or punish 
us for same.
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A trick of the ^cnes may produce red hair in a Druid society 
and result in the ax harmless possessor of sone being sacrificed 
to the. God of tho Oak, A bent for the arts may mean fane and for­
tune to the kid born in the Athens of Pericles„*.may moan ostracism 
to the same kid born in Patagonia or a logging camp community.

The " natural ~born-noneymakor‘r may be worshipped and elevated 
to the head of tho National Association of Hanufactrers in today’s 
America: born five hundred years aga earlier in central Europe. 
he might well have boen scorned by artisans, hated by tho nobility, 
persecuted by the Church as a userer and confined to a ghetto.

The burly negro spawned in an Alabama slave-pen in 1G22 might 
bo doomed to a life of unremitting toil while his wonk, physically 
incapacitated master lolled in luxury^ the same negro, spawned in 
1722 in his native land, might bo a chieftain, and his future 
'’master17, should he venture into that region, be easily captured 
and consigned to the cooking-^ot. And so it goes, obviously enough«

But what isn’t so obvious is how that element of fortune, 
often on a seemingly lessor and more obscure scale, doos operate 
in each of our lives to detomino our present fates...and thus 
influence our present attitudes.

I’ve lived with a father an< a wife who had physical handicaps 
conferred and know what this meanso I als<» know that tho extent of 
their survival, physical and psychic, depends upon the degree of 
love they were able to give as well as to receive.* Beyond that, 
I know darned little about anything

This business of just being yourself is mighty important; 
but it isn’t easy. ' And it’s complicated by the fact that "yourself’’ 
is never a constant, homogenous unit, easily Tabled and confined 
to a single level.

Heck—X sec I’ve been giving a sermon- And honestly I didn’t 
mean to, nor did I moan to peddle any of my own beliefs; merely to 
lay some of them out, in a rambling and impromptu way, in hopes 
that maybe you’d see something which could act as a springboard 
for your own views.

--•Robert Bloch

It’s timo, after all this, that I got on to some mailing com­
ments. Therefore-^let’s quibble about the ^onstitutiono

DEFILADE ;/l While I agree with you in sor.io respects, thore are 
Donaho others in which I don* t» Take this egoboo pol' ,

for example* I can’t help wishing die subject had 
never come up—I’m opposed to it,. Why? Because I like the free 
and easy atmosphere CHPA has now—I can’t help feeling that this 
egoboo noli will destroy it to a certain extent, which is. something 
I’ll regret bitterly-, Maybe tho egoboo poll is one method of dis­
tributing egoboo--then what in hell do you think mailing comments are 
for? ^1 hope it didn’t pass-—or maybe I shouldn’t say that. Per­
haps bob’ll think of it as a deliberate device to take away his 
worked-for ego’boo.
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If it did pass^ though, I agree with your views on categories 
and their x^oints/ except the one for Best Layout-makeup-Roproduction0 
This, I think, should also bo a 10 point categoryo It’s equally as 
important as the other 10 pointers. Maybe, though, you could isak^ 
make Best Cartoonist a £ .point instead,, •

. Your other two proposals (the first two you mentioned I agree 
with0 I’ve been disturbed myself over the groat "amount of voting 
and countervoting that’s been going on~*I think it’s a great idea 
to make several members present proposals, and have it voted on in 
the mailing after- it ’ s presented* * I can’ t help thinking that per~ 
hars some of*tEe upo’posals which haven’t passed, would have, and 
vice versa in the past if there,’d been a discussion period.

You’ll notice I’ve presented an amendment to the Constitution 
myself this mailing, -I hated to do it, because I: think we’ve been 
cluttered up enough by ballotts*in the past year« However, I myself 
think this 15 fairly important--it ’ s the one. thing which kept me 
from voting for the. amendment myself. .•

My thoughts boil down to this—I don1! think, that lack of 
renewal- of dues is the equal of the .lack of renewal f>agcso ' The 
first may be laid down to for get fullness, while the second shows a 
definite lack of faith,. Because of this, I don’t think the penalty 
should be the same. N ITote—this’ is not an objection to dropping 
a person from membership in both cases—it’s just an objection to 
making a further penalty apply equally in both cases. . I just don’t 
think the lack of dues merits ito I ho£»e enough of you feel the same0

UL i/1 : Contrary to you.,. - have had experience with W»S9 Houston^
Metcalf he subscribed to FAliTASY ASPECTS some time ago.* He sent 

me the subscription in an -envelope which co ntainod one.
dollar bill, and a mail return, envelope to Bettor Homes & Gardens 
on the. back of which a-grocery list was penciled,, ’and he"'had rub- 
berstampe.d his name and address. Seems slightly incredible„

I disagree with you and Deckinger on the value- of graduations; 
for many people they have an ’’emotional value”., I personally didn’t 
share this—but it-’s» there and worth something. • During pur, grad­
uation ceremony, the constant thought kept running through my mind: 
”1 wonder how well our speaker has followed his own preachings?”

SCATALOG- #1 And a hearty welcome to you. Art* I’m glad you finally
Wilson made it into OMPA. And remember, bhoy, ^1 like your

artwork. Will you explain this Year of the Rat;
Year of the Dog; Year of the Pig jazz? Like, i^Lch year is which? 
How about some sort of a sa±dx calender?

QUAUDRY A good collection—I ’ d planned on repainting the
Lichtman Tucker piece myself» (My Life and Hard Lillies as a

Fanmag Collector) „ . Another thing, I’ve got to 
admit, is running a ’’Some of the Best of;a.” collection like this 
allows you to print dated material, which is still good in its own 
way. I had to try to steer away from this with my ronrint fanzineo 
(though without a lot of success) Another thing about a collection 
like this is it let’s you run not-so-good pieces which wouldn’t 
stand by themselves in a common rep. fmz. Hext, run the Best from 0DDc 
There’s a beautiful Burbee piece in there no-one’s ever reurinted^ 
** I’d read the Laney piece several years ago. Imagine my surprise 
at that time at seeing a mention of ”al ksx Lewis”o
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AISLE I t  J s book re v ie w s  l i ke  y o u r s , W ils o n ’ s ,  and  L o c h e 1s 
M ercer w hich  make OIIPA so  e n jo y a b le  f o r  n e .  U nder BUGS

SLA1T yon  w ro te  "no  comment r e q u i r e d ,  I  b e l i e v e . "  I t
d id n ’ t  s t r i ke  me a t  a l l  t h a t  w ay. . 1 was d is a p p o in te d  w ith  Sian*-, 
i t  seem ed a v e ra g e - - n o t  s u p e r b I  s t i l l  c a n ’ t  u n d e r s ta n d  why JWCJr 
f e a t u r e d  i t  a s  a  IfaOW M  s t o r y ,  i s  th e  book v e r s io n  d i f f e r e n t  
from  th e  m agazine  v e r s io n ?  I f  so ,  how? I  r e a d  o n ly  th e  m ag az in e  *

I n s t e a d  o f  s e n d in g  th e  n        b a c k' t o  A f r i c a ,  l o t f s T e n d  th e  W hlte  
Hen b \ek t o  .Europe J ; • .

VAGARY 12 R e c e n tly  I ’ve b e e n  r o a d in g  B o r tr a n d  Rus se  11 S p eaks H is  
G ray  H in d ,  and  a s  a  r e s u l i / j a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  y o u r  comments 

upon  him* I ’m i n c l i n e d  tb s h a re  y o u r  v ie w s  t h a t  he i s  
a  w hooly  m inded  i d e a l i s t t I  d is a g r e e  w ith  him. on  many th in g s -— from  
th e  " i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l  r e s o u rc e s "  (w h ich  I ’ve  
p r e v io u s ly  q u o te d )  to  h i s  v iew s  oh f a n a t i c i s m  an d  t o l e r a n c e .  H e re ’ s 
an  exchange  b e tw een  him  and  Woodrow W yatt who was i n t e r v ie w in g  him* 
R u sse l l : I  t h in k t h a t  th e  E a s t-W e s t t e n s i o n  w hich  i s  t h r e a t e n i n g  
u s  a l l  - i n  th e  m ost t e r r i b l e  . f a s h io n  i s  m a in ly  duo t o  f a n a t i c a l  
b e l i e f  i n  Communism o r  anti-C orni iun ism 5 a s  th e  c a s e  may b e .  B oth  
s id e s  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  own c re e d  to o  s t r o n g l y .  They  b e l i e v e  i t  i n  
th e  way t h a t  I  d e f in e d  a s  f a n a t i c a l ;  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  th e  p r e v e n tio n  
o f  w hat th e y  r e  r,a rd  a s  w icked  on  th o  o th e r  s id o  i s  more im p o r ta n t  
ev en  th a n  th e  c o n t in u e d  e xis t e n c e  o f  th e  human r a c e - - a n d  t h a t  i s  
f a n a t i c a l  * I t  i s  t h n t  f a n a t i c i s m  w hich  i s  t h r e a te n i n g  u s  a l l ,  a  
f a n a t i c i s m  w hich  e xi s t s  on b o th  s i d e s « 
W y a tt : What i s  y o u r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t o l e r a t i o n ?
R u s s e l l : W e ll, i t  v a r i e s  a c c o rd in g  to  ’th o  d i r e c t i o n  o f  y o u r  t h i n k-  
In g .  t o l e r a t i o n  o f  o p in io n ,  i f  i t ’ s  r e a l l y  f u l l- b lo w n ^  c o n s i s t s  
in  n o t  p u n is h in g  any  kin d  o f  o p in io n  a s  lo n g  a s  i t  d o e s n ’ t  i s s u e  
in  sone  kin d  o f  C rim in a l  a c t io n *

And th a t.?  i s  'h e r e  I  l a r g e l y  d is a g re e  w ith  R u s s e l l .  "To  g iv e  
in  i s  b e t t o r  tlvan  n o t  t o  g iv e  i n ,  i f  a t  l e a s t  you  c a n  p r e s e rv e  
h u m an ity  J I  T h is  th o u g h ,  I  A bhor, b e c a u se  to  no i t  i s  w ish y -w a sh y . 
i d e a l i s t i c ,  and  I  d o n ’t  go a lo n g  w ith  i t ,  I ’m n o t  so  s u re  i t  
w ould  be  b e t t o r  a t  a l l *  As f o r  t o l e r a t i o n —p e rh a p s  e a c h  n a n  i s  
e n t i t l e d  to  h i s  own. o p i n i o n , , . . b u t ,  i f  h i s  r a d i c a l l y  d i s a g r e e s  
w ith  y o u r s ,  d o es  he  h av e  th e  r ig H t  to  " s p r e a d  h i s  d o c t r in e " ?  
O r, do you  h av e  th e  r i g h t  t o  a t te m p t  t o  s to $  him ? I ’m s t i l l  t r y i n g  
t o  p u z z le  t h a t  one o u t  i n  my own m ind— I  su p p o se  th o s e  t h e o r i e s  o f  
freedom  o f  s p e e c h t  fre e d o m  o f  p r e s s ,  f re e d o m  o f ' r e l ig io n ,  a c t u a l l y  
j u s t  depend  upon  w hich  s id e  y o u ’r e  on.. I f  y o u ’ r e  th e  r u d e r -d o g ,  
t h e y ’r e  f i n e - - b u t  i f  y o u ’r e  th e  to p  dog , why, th e y  m ig h t h e lp  som e­
one  e l s e  g e t  up  t h e r e  some day  J.

I-iany d i c t a t o r s h i p s  have  b e e n  fo u n d e d . on  t h a t  p r in c ip a l . .  I  b e tc h a  J 
**  A r t i c l e  on  W itc h c ra f t  v e ry  i n t e r e s t i n g ;  T ’d  l i ke  t o  se e  more 
l i ke  t h i s .  I ’d be  i n t e r e s t e d ,  t o o ,  i n  know ing  a  b i t  m ore  ab o u t 
t h i s  r e  l i s t e n  s i t  e xi s t s  to d a y  i n  E n g la n d ,  a l thosigh  a s  you  s a y ,  
th e  t r u e  B la c k Lodges  w i l l  p ro b a b ly  n o v e r  be  r e v e a le d *  Hope t o  
see  more Vaga ry  s oon<. ♦

o f  room ,, and  tim e^  so  my r e g r e t s  t o 'J e e v e s ’?
L in d s a y , and  L o ch e— I  w an ted  t o  g e t  ground  t o  you  t h i s  t im e ,  b u t  I  
d id n ’ t  h av e  th o  tim e*  *

B e s t ,
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