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Chief Lancaster telly me a Space Charge 1s a grouping of elect-.
rons in the vicinity of the cathode of a vacuiri tube. I prefer to
think of it, thouph, as an amateur mageazine for the hedonism of my
fellow ONMPA members. 5350 bc ito"

Por most of you, this i$§ the first contact you'lve had with
ne. tls my first real coniribution to ompa--~OlPALOG was more of
a membership saver Tthan anything clse. I suspect, thorefore, the
best method will be for me to proceed via Jack Speer's Advice
fo' Chillun Bill Donaho printed in VIPER #1 last mailing. 1 centt
help wonder, though, if any of you heard me via the ltape made up
at last year'is liiduesteon and sent to Enpgland, where I promigsed
to send something through CHPA "real soon now.'" Considering my
tendencies toward procrastinaticn, this is real soon new,

I am the kagt Coast Al Lewls., Alan J. Lewig if you wish to be
really official about it. I am of no relatlon to the Vest Coast
Al Lewls. The Al Leuwls wmentioned by Fran Laney . in the article
Lichtman reprinted In The Begt Frop OUAUDRY was .the llest Coast Al
Lewis. He has been connected with Shagpy-~I am not. I am the Al
Lewls who was previously a nember--or rather,; Director of the NFFF.
I am also the Al Lewls who brought out sevoral igsues of a revived
renrint fanzine titled FAITASY ASPECTS. I am also the Al Lewis
from whom Jom DBerry reccived Poul Andersonis specch at the Detent-
ion. And, yeah-~-I'm also the Al Lewis who wont out and joined the
United “tates Coast Guard six months ago.

A1l clear?

I have been a fan about four years now. In.fact, March rmarks
my ammiversary-~it was in March of 1957 that .I sent in rmy dues to
Janlc Lamb and joined the IFFF (goshwowi)., I got the address out
of one of Bloch!s colurns in IIAGITIATION, Sincé then I have jolned
SAPS (and been hooted out), the Amerlecen CULT (and been boocted out),
FAPA (I haven't heen in long enocush! to be booted ‘out yet) and HIAPA
(I suppose I'11l he gone from there real soon now). OCh yegh--my
application for Filrst Fandom was refusedi!

You arc rcading SPACL CHARGD T I, Trom AT Leéwls, SA, 330-073;
ET B-10; USCG Trasta; .Groton, Connecticut. +This is being brought
to you due to the klandness of Dill fvans wno offered to duplieate
nasters for me, Galactic Press DPublication {a bip-sounding title
I started in 157 when I was too young to hnow hetter) #37. as ncar
&3 I can calculato.
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Actually, I suppose I shouldn't talk about heing booted out
like that--~some of you may met the wrong imgression. At any rate.
I am currently in W'APA; PPAPA,; and OMPA, I figure thesc three ought
to keep me busy aquite a bilt, since being in the service doesn't
leave me as ruch free time ns I'd like to have,

I am 18 ysars old., I have been a mcriber of the United Stotes
Coast Cuard for the nrevious six months, as I mentioned before., I
spent the first three rmonths of this tinme in Boot: Camp, and the other
three were spent at the Groton Yrainihg Station where I currently
a1 enprossed in learning how to become an Flectronics.fechnician,
Tive been doing this for 6 weeks-~the other six were spent walting
around the station (loafing, painting, or doing some other time~
killing device) waiting for my class to start. In fact, the title
for this came to me In class one day as the aforementioned Cheif
Laneaster was Instructing us on the merits of a Space Charge., You
notice I spld instructed-~I doubt there are any real teechers

- around here,
- I joinhed the Coast Guard immedlately after grpduating from
High School, The roason was I didn't think myself to be fit for
attending college at that time. That is, I had loafed all through
high school--I didn't want to do that through college, so I decided
Iid try the service, hoping it wvould mature me to tho extent uhere
I would declded to do some work. Itfs had a certain amount of that
effect~-I now lmow what the value of an "education" is. but I lmven't
yet received the amount of stirmlus I need; and which Iim looking
for. 1liaybe I'm just sitting around, waiting for it to come up to
me and blte me on the leg. liayba I wouldn’t evon recognizZe it 1f it
did that. At any rate, I!'m not entirely unhgppy that I'm in the
gervice for four yesrs, I!'m not entirely happy about it either,
However, the bigpest redeariing Tactor is this Electronics Tech~
niclan's sehool Iim presently attending. I chogse it for it was the
only .school inﬁho entire Guard which held any Interest for me,
As it turned out, although 2 falr sized nercentage of the people’
around here are hoobs, at le ast the percentape 1sn’t as large as t_he
PastIOI the service. For this I am thanlful.
There also is the fact that for tho first time I am really
helng challenged by something., I figure if T can't make this school,
and make 1t well; I nmipght as well go off and hilbernate screwhere.
This I never 1nteﬂd to do, 80 while I?m.not nalking as big a success
of this as I ought to, at least I haven't failed CPterlys

After thils school~-who lmows? In fact, how many of you are

ERX cven interested?

It has been a while since I've last read snything by Robert
Heinlein. But from what I distinctly remember of his works, ¥ still
am & bit surprised at the reaction to Starshilp Yroopers. I realize
the ?%tire subject is an old one~-~but yet, I still wgnt to get my

. The principal objection seemed to be "there was too meyn
propaganda", Yet, I can!t help thinking that all Ueinleints works
aof the last 10 years are heavily propagandized. ALl of them have
advocated his beliefs of non-pamper_ing of individualso A rmmn must
stand on his own two feet° (and did you ever notice his forrula for
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writing these stories? 7Take an exceptional nersony, and put him
with exceptional veople. o “'average joe type boobd for Heinlein,
He uses intellipment neoplc,) So why the rcactlen? I assume it was
because 1t lald IT on a bit too thick, and this tine necoplc dldnt't
agree with wvhat he was saying {althouch I did).. Do you suppose
this was the reason he won the Hugo? - :

But what I'm trying to.say is Ifve reéad cuite a bit of leinlein
and I 1like it., Why? DBecaunse hilg ItInd of nropag-nda is what I'vs
always lived with at home-~it's something I'm familliar with, and
something I believe in, Heinlein has a very conservative attiltude
toward the particination of government in business, in the private
lives of people=-~and a very definite attitbude that a nman must prove
himself betore he ctan actually be called a nen. liaybe the reason
I enjoy tthis i1s because I don't believe I would mect these qual-
ifications myself. DBut romember the old man's attitude toward a
benovoalent sovernment«in TIIE FORITHE STARS? Remember another
old man's (a father of the protagonist in both cases) abtitude toward
the govermnmont and Infringenent of his oim wishes and liberties in
HAVE SPACISUIT, WILL TRAVEL? UBub nrofesgsor-~=-work for ug-~ie
need you; aj} sciencs needs you.t! YThat may be true, but I don't
need yous Good dayi® : ' IR . :

I'm reminded of a rather recent Larl Stanleoy Gardner story,
in which one of the protagonists (another old mon) was having a
conversation with his daughter, the vlie of a District Attorney.
Pa--do you consider these laws against srmggling an iniringenent
against your civil liverties?® ENope, Laws don't enfrinpe your
rights, daughter., They just glve you ‘a nunishment I youfre csught
exerclsing them.%

I think Robert Heinleln enjoyed that one.

"The arguments that socialists used in favour of & nation=-
alizing national resources have now becomeé arsuments in favour cof
Internationallzing. naturasl regources. The most obvious example 1s
oll, It's a 1little absurd that a very small'territory which happens
to have a great deal of o0il on its territory should he the sole
nogsegsor of oil, - ‘ b

' : ~=from BERTRAUD RUSSELL SPDAKS IITS IIIND

. Il = h S A -

"Contracts are owned entircly by the indiviuialtls homse "world.,"

""The present day civilization had progressed too far Tox. each
plenet to maintaln its own training systems and keep up with pro-
gress in the many necessary fields. Why support a thousond medioere
sechool systeris when 1t was possible to have fifty superb oncs and
trade the graduates for the skilled psople you needed in other

arecas of learning?™ it '

"If this 1ittle world of ours had something olse to trade for the
contracts of out-world profeé§iohals besldes the Blood of our best
fighting men, I'd be riore Pleased. TUhen owr forefathers settled
thls world less than a hundred ond Tifty years ago, it wasn't with
the intentlon. of providing gun-~-fodder =mk for the othsr elght
systems. They only wanted a world where no nan could bend the dege-
tinles of another man apgainst that second mants will."

-=DORSAI! by Gordon R, Dickson

Wow~~I'd 1like to see lr, Rugs2)]l oxist in a world like thath!

1Y
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Since I'm being so phllosgophical this time, I don't think 1t
would hurt to quote the following, It appcared in PSYCHOTIC pere
haps a year ago. That Issue was distributed as a Cultzine.
jeedless to sy, I enjoyed 1it.

A LETTER FROIT ROBERYT BLOCH

It 1s my bolief that the more you give; the rore you get.

Of course, the direct cauvse~effect reclaotionship isntt always
apparent, and simple justice doesnit inevitable prevoil~-hence the
gnclent, unheeded counsel of patience and burning the other checlk--
but in the long run, itis easier to live with yourself and others
in love than 1n hate.

Part of that love, I believe, must be self-love., Illot nar-~
cissism, not a feeling of superiority, but an dcknowledgement of
basie worth. And in order to reach this condition of beinpg, 1t is
first necessary to realize that all of us, £k to varying degrees,
have in our natures an elemen®t of the savapge;. the cruel; the lust-
ful; the rebellious. Denying its existance is both unrealistic
and uvnsatigfactory. I think we must first rnke the admission,
then evaluate ourselves on the basis of how we handle the savage
components which do exist in our nakeoup.

The oommion solution is ®m to Indulge in a gocially-sccephoble
form of schizovhrenia. IT worls, roughly, soncthing lilte this:

I, Joe Dlow, am a hell of a swell guy. Of ®@urass, I, as a good
Protestent, con desplse Cathollcs and Jews. As a Vhite {ian, T
kmow T'm superior to I'JENEE: As a vot, I lmow I'm better than
Civvies and ontitled to anything I can get out of them. As an
employer I am ontltled to hate ¥mkikx mnmions., As a Business llan;.

I am not only priviloged but enjoined to 1l4e, choat, and profit by
the need or distress of conpetitors or custonecrs alike. DBut all
this, vou wmderstand, corios about nerely bo?ause I a Republician,
Proteatent, hite, Veiran, Imployer, and a "usincss lian. These
thinms have nothing to do with the Real e who is, I repcat, a.
hell of a swell cuy....l resmect my naronts, I'm pood to ny wife
and kids, I lile ny friends, I'nt a good host, I buy my share of
drinks, I mive to chyrities.

And so forth and so on, viee-versa, and in all the thousands
of" altornate combinations which form these attitudes. 11thin the
confines of such rationalization the majority dwell.

Iueh of my own cyniclsii and hatred 1s dirccted against the mmk
activities of thils majorlty group when they are consclously aligned
with such groups and cxercizing the anti-social license which they
believe 1s conferred uporn thern by reeson of thelilr conformity.

And for rwony years I was ablc, largely, to dismisa a lot of
neonle by merely assipgning thern the ® labels whlch they displayed
and then damning them for thelr activities...as ricubers of racial,
national, nolitleal, religious, gocial and oconomic grouns.

But I found out, to riy dismny, that in actuality onc must tale
into account the other nortion of the schizophronic split. A lot
of then are "Nice-Guys", part tine, and in aceca dance with their
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own imxhtk lights. Met on an Individusl bhasis, they arc capable
of many kindnesses and acts of generoglty or affeetion; 1f
thelr prejudiccs are not invelved. 1 -

The point "is, they don't think: they have =ccepted this as
tho perfect solution--lot thenselves identify with soo group-or
groups which peridt a chamnelization of aggression. They are not,
in the full meaning of the phrasc, conscilous hypocrites. A plain
case of Forgive Then Ynther, for they know not what they do. Yo
hate their actions and the conseguences of thosc actions...is one
thing. But to hate them is ancther.

e live in a world where such conditioning is prevalent; indeed,
in a world where overy atterpt 1s made to rinke such conditioning
autonatiec. The modern nah buys his attitudes and his self-cvaluations
in the savie Super-market which dispenses his dally bread,

Cf course, thls leavos out of the accounting thosefrencpades
who make a conscious attempt tof orm their oun judgements and do
not knowlingly align thenmseclves with the group-identification pat-
tern. 4Yheoy rall into z mass of errors themselves. -

One torwion one: to reason ,on the basls of statisties.

One hundred million profess to believe this way and enly Forty
thousend believe that wvay; by throwing Thelr lot in with the Forty
thousand they gre "individualists'., Fallacy here is self-evident.

Another common one is the notion to‘consciously "resign .from
the human race"...to wateh and obsorve from a superior distance.
But. the operative -word here is "suporior”: onc doesn!'t actually
resign because ® biologically one cannot do so...all one 'does, in -
such a case, 1s to adopt an attitude of comparitive rolatlonshilp;
me on top and gll thosec fools dovm helows ;

T There are a lot of+high winds blowing at that altitude and

you soon find yourself buffeted in one of itwo dircctions. (1.)

you 'soar off into the styatosvhere of corplete and ubtter =

egomanin .and nover get your fcet on the ground again or (2.) you
get knocked off your pedestal or slip off in the course of ordinary
events and find yourself wallowing in the soric mire down below ag
the cthersg whom youlve always desplsed...in which case you are
equally doomed. Having denled love to others, you now find you

can no longer love yourself,

Avoiding such difficulties (to a degree, I don't think meny
of us avoid thern entlirely) leaves the rest ol us rencpgades facing
a perennial probler of maintaining a.working balance of objectivity
and subjecetivity on the bagis of individial circimistances rathor
then any long-range rotionsalization--either talor-made for us by
others or heand-woven py ourselves [or our own uvse. Ve lose our
ohjectivity conpletely (or seck to stirulate its loss artifieially
hy drugs, drink, cnjoyment of sensetion alone) and we!re cooked,

Ve strive to uphold objectivity conmpletely and deny subjective
sengation and enmotion, ond wefre then alienated fron society and
normal relztionships and cooked again,

T'ope, it isnt't easy to find the way or learn the rules, because
for esch of us, ‘denendins on thc elenent of fortune,; therc is s
different way, a-different set of rules. Rortune doeteraines whon
we'ire born, with what rhyaslcal or mentnl potential, with what access
to factors which will dewvelon saric, in what society or stratun
which will nernzivc or deny usg that devolepnent and reward or punish
us for gsaviec.
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A trick of the penes may nroduce red hair in a Druid scciety
and result in the zmx harmless possecssor of scrie heing sacrificed
to the.od of the Oak. A bent Tor the arts may nean Tane and for-
tunc to the kid born in the Athens oif Pericles...nay moan ostracism
to the same kid born in Patagonia or a logging carmp cormunily.

The "natural-born-tioneymaker’ nay be worshipped and elovated
to the head of thc National Association of Manufazctrers in today's
Anerica: Dborn five hundred yeors apw earlier in contral Turope,

He might well have been scorned by artisans, hated by tho nobility,
persecuted by the Church as a userer and confined to o ghetto.

The burly nepgro spawned in an Alabana slave-pen in 1022 night
bo dooncd to a lifle of vnrenmitting toil while his weok, vhysically
incapacitated naaster lolled in luxtury: the same nerro, spawmed in
1722 in his native land, might be a chiceftain, and his futuro
"master', should he venturc into that rogion, be easily capturec
and consigned to the cooking-~n0ot., And so it goes, obviously oenough.

hut what isn't so obvious is how that slement of fortwme,
often on a seceningly leascr and more ohacurc scale, doos onwrabe
in each of our lives %o detormino our vnreasent fates...and thus
inflverce our present attitudes.

It've lived with a father and a wife wio had physical handicaps
conferred and know what this nens, I 2lso know thnt the cxtent of
their survival, physical and payohic, denends upon the deproc of
love they were able to givc gs well as to roceive. Reyond that,

I 'mow darned little about anyvthing.

This businecssg of just beinpg vourself is mighty important;
but 1t isn't eagy.  And it!s compllicated by the fact that "vourssif"
is never a constant, homogenous unit, easily labled and eonfined
to a single level.

Heek--I soo T've been giving a sermon. And honcstly'I didn'te
mesn to, nor did I rwan to peddle ~ny of 1y owm heliefls; iweraly to
lay some of thom out, in a rambling and irmrromptu woy, in hopes
that maybs you'd see souething which could aet as a springboard
for your own views.

~-Robert Dloch
%

Itfs timoy, after all this, that I got on to some nailing com~
wents, Thorefore-~let!s quibble about the Constitution,

DEFILADE ;1 UWhile I agree uibh you in sorie rospects., there are
Donsho others in whiech I don’t. Take this egoboo »nol”,

for example. I can't help ulshing the subject had
never comé up-~I'm opposed to it, . lWhy? Decouse I lilke the free
and easy atmosphere CMPA has now~-~I ean!'t help feeling that this
egoboo Poll will destroy it to a certain extent, which is somothing
I'll regret bitterly. HHoybe tho egoboo poll is one nothod of dig-
tributineg esoboo~-~then what in hell do you think nailinpg corments are
for? I hore it didntt pass-~or maybe I shouldn!t say that, Psr-
haps “ob'll think of it as a deliboerate device to take away his
worked~for egoboo,
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If 1t did pass, though, I agree with your views on categories
and their points, cxcept the one for Best Layout-makeup~Recproduction,
This, I think, should ‘also be a 10 point catepory. It's equally as
important as the othor 10 veointers. IMaybe, thouzgh, you could mukE
meke Best Cartoonist a 5 point dinstead,

Your other two proposals (the first two you nentioned I agroe
with, .. I've been disturbed riyself ovcr the grecat amount of voting
anga countervoting that's hecn going on-~I think it's a great 1ldea
to make sgeveral riembers vnrcscnt propogels, and have it voted on in
the mailing after- it'!s presonted. * I can't help thinking that per~
hans some. of the ‘roposals vhich haven't passed, would have, and
vice versa 1n.the past ir there'd been a dilscussion period.

You!ll notice I've mrosontcd an amendment to the Constitution
myself this malling. - T hated to do it, because I; think wel!ve been
cluttered up. cnough by ballotts*in the past year. However, I nyself
think this 18 fairly irportent~-~it!s the onc thlng which kept me
from voting for the amendment myself.

My thougnts boil down to this-~~1 donii think that lack of
renewal- of dues 1s the equal of the lack of ronewal pages. - The
first may be lald down to forgetfullness, while the. second shows a
definite lack of faith.. Becguse of thils, I don!t think the penalty
should be the same. X lNote-~this 1s not an objection to dropping
a person from mm membership in hoth cases-~-~it's Just an objection to
naking a further ponalty aeply equally in both cases. I just donlt
think the lack of duss mortts it. I hope enough of you feol the same,

TR : Conbrary to you,. havn had exnerle:ce with WeSe IIouston9
lleteall he subscribed to FAIMTASY ASPICTS some btime 2go.. e sent
me the subscription in an snvelope which @ ntained cne.
doller bill, and a mall return. envelope to Bettor Homes & Gardens
on:the back of which a-grocery list was poenclled, and he had rub-
bersbamped his name -and address. Seems slightly incredible,
it I disagrec with you and Decklnger on the wvalue of gradustionas;
for many pecoplo they have an "emotional value" I porsonally didnlt
share this—-but +t1s there and worth conething. During our grad-
uation ceremony, the constant thought kept running through my mind:
"I wonder how well our speaker has followed his owm .preachings?"

SEat
‘il

SCATALOG #1 And a hearty welcome to you, Art. I'm glad you finally

Hilson mede it into OHPA., And remerber, bhoy, I like your
artworlt. 8¢ Will you explain this Year of the Ratg;

Yéaw of the Dog; Year of the Pig jazz? Like, uﬁch.year is Whlch9

How about some sort of a =a¥ix calengier‘P

NUALIDRY A good collection--I'd plamned on repr inting the
Lichtman O?L) Tucker Riecc myself. (My Life and Hard Yimes as a
Fanmag vYollector)., . Another thing, I've got to

. admit, is ruming a "Some of the Best of..." collection like this

allows you to prlnt dated naterial, which 1s still good in its own
way. I had to try to steer away from this with wy ronrint fanzine,
(though Wl thout a lot of .success) Another thing about a collection
like this 1s it let's you run not~go-good nileces which wouwldnlt

stand by themselves in a corwion rep, fraz. Tlext, run the Best from ODD.
“here's a beautiful Burbes picce in thors no-onels ever reprinted.

* 1'd read the Laney piece scveral years ago. Imagine ny surprise
at that time at sseing 2 mention of "al kmm TLewis".
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AMBLE #| It}s book reviews lile yours, VYilson's, and Loche's
ercer which maks CIIPA s0 enjoyable for re. % Under BERA
SLAIl you wrote '"no corwmeni required, L believe." It
didn't.strike me at all that way. .+ was disappointed ywith Slan..
it seemed avoragc--nob superb.. I still cantt understend uvhy JWCJr
featured 1t as a II#0sV#A gbory. +¥% Is the book version different
from the magazine version? If so, how? T recad only the mapazine.

Tnstcad of sending the njjiilif tack To Africa, lot's send the White
lien b-ek to Lurope! o Xs

VAGARY 12 Rewently I've been roading Bertrand Russell Speaks iig

Greay Mind, and as a resvlias intercsted In your comments
upon nim, I'm ineclined t shore your viows that he is

a whooly minded idealigt. I disagree with him on nany things-~~{rom

the "internationalizatlion of national resources”" (which I've

previously quoted) to his views on fonaticisn and tolorence. IHere's

an exchange bhetuesn him and Woodrow lfyatt who was interviewling liln,

Russell: T think that the fast-lWest tension which is chreatening

us all in the nost terrible fashion is mainly due to fanatical

belief in Corzmnisn or anti-Comvwmilsn, as the casc ray be. Both

sldes believe thelr own creed too strongly. They belleve it in

the way that I delfined as fanaticel; that 1s to say, the »revention

of what thov rcsard as wiclked on tho othor side 1s rnore important

even than the continved exlistcnce of the human race--~and that is

faratical + It is thnt fanaticism which is threatening us all, =

fanatician which exists on both sides.

WUyatt: UVhat iz your definitiion of toleration?

Russell: Well, it varics according to ‘tho direction of your thinic

Inz. Teleration of opinion, if it's really full-blown, consists

in not punishing any kind off opinion as long as it doesn't issus

in sorie ¥ind of ériminal actione.

And that, 1s -hore I largely disagreo with.Russell. %To glve
in 1s better than not to give in, if at least you can »nresecrve
hunenity.® This though, I abhor, because to r¢ it is wishy-washy,
ideolistic, and I don't go along with it. I'm not so surc it
would be bettor at all. As for toleration--nocrhaps each ran is
entitled to his own oninion....but, if his radically disagrocs
with yours, does he have the ripght tc "gprcad his doctrine'?

Or, do you have the right to attempt to stop him? I'n still teying
to puzzle that one out in ny owm nind--I1 suppose those theories of
frecdom of sneech, freedort of press, freedom of religion actually
just denend uron which side youlre on. IFf you're the wnder-dog,
they're rine--but if you're the top dog, why, they mipht help some-
one clse get up therc sowe dayl 3

Iiany dictatorshins have been founded.on that nrincinal. I hetche!
¥ Article on Witcheraft very interesting; I'd like to see riore
like this. I'd be interested, too, in lmowlng a bit xore about
this reliegon s it exlsts today In 3ngland, although as you say
the true Dlack Lodges will narobebly never be revealed. 5 ilope to
see more Vagary soon.

Llve ™un ovl ol roor,; and time, so ¥&g niy repgrets Go Jeeves,

Lindsay, and Loche-~I wanted to get around to you this time, but I
didn't have the time.

Best,

f/}éL%7Ljf.l—fuu3

m%f\jr'«?f ;0;2“



